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Student Mobility  

Through OpenCourseware

OpenCourseWare
Planning to study abroad?  Interested in learning about other places, languages and ap-
proaches?  Want to improve your understanding of your subject areas?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, OpenCourseWare can help you.  Open-
CourseWare (OCW) are openly licensed educational resources that are available for eve-
ryone to use, modify and share freely.  There are hundreds of thousands of such resources, 
including video lectures, textbooks and readings, syllabi, notes, simulations and open dis-
cussion forums available now, with more resources added all the time. All you need to do 
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Student Mobility
Student mobility refers to the exchange of students among institutions.  Typically, this 
means students leave their home university for a length of time to attend a university in 
another country.  There are a lot of decisions to be made when deciding to study abroad, 
which can be divided into the 5 phases shown in the diagram below.  At each phase, OCW 
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virtual mobility option. 
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Where do I go?  What should I study?  
+RZ�GR�,�NQRZ�LI�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�D�JRRG�¿W�IRU�PH"Virtual Mobility
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PXOWLSOH�SHUVSHFWLYHV���1RZ�ZKDW"

Before going to Higher Education, you have to make decisions about what, where and how to 
study. You might wonder what it is like to study at university or to follow a class with 300 other 
��������������������ʹͲǤ������������������������������������ϐ����������������������������������ǡ�
and whether you will be able to understand them. Using OCW and its educational materials 
can help you in your quest: it provides information about the new study and helps you to un
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abroad. In that case you can compare the OCW of several institutions to gauge which one suits 
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making a good choice.

You will never stop learning, especially in your 
career. Professional trainings are often provided 
by companies, which organize them for certain 
groups of employees. When these trainings are 
made accessible for anyone inside and outside 
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You can use the content of these trainings to de-
velop more skills and therefore increase your job 
opportunities in the labour market.  Companies 
can showcase their needs and requirements, en-
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positions.  Students can see what knowledge 
companies value and prepare themselves appro-
priately before graduation.  When everyone con-
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Phase 5: Capitalize
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ZKDW�,¶YH�OHDUQHG�WR�KHOS�RWKHUV"
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Exemptions for Accredited Prior Learning (APL) can be attributed to you more easily when your study materials 
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by keeping your knowledge up to date and learning throughout your life. When the courses you took are openly 
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learn about state of the art research results. Moreover, you can complement the course with practical knowledge 
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Phase 4: Sustain

Phase 1: Choose
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studied abroad and want more inter-
national experiences, following open 
courses lets you sample courses of uni-
versities from all over the world from 
wherever you are.   You can supplement 
your studies, prepare for a new job, gain 
knowledge to be successful on a pro-
ject, or discover something new.  OCW 
opens the world to you, and opens you 
to the world.
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of study, you can already start preparing 
for your experience abroad. You can use 
OCW to test your language readiness. 
An open language course can also help 
you integrate into the academic and cul-
tural world of your destination. After all, 
language courses often contain a lot of 
cultural information about the countries 
where that language is spoken. Using 
���ǡ��������������ϐ����������������������
at your own pace and on your own time.
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by keeping your knowledge up to date and learning throughout your life. When the courses you took are openly 
���������ǡ����������������������������������������������������������������������������ϐ������������������������������
learn about state of the art research results. Moreover, you can complement the course with practical knowledge 
������������������������������������������ϐ�����������������������Ǥ�����������������������������������������Ǥ

Phase 4: Sustain
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upon references to courses that local students have taken that you 
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increase your understanding.  Maybe there are resources beyond 
the classroom, for example, an open course on campus life for for-
eign students. By joining open online learning communities you can 
have contact with others in direct relation to the course content, or 
you can remain active in the social network of your own university 
by taking part in the open online communities at home. An open 
course presents the possibility to add content to the course and to 
share it with each other, no matter where you are. The study of an 
open course comes to its full potential when you actually become 
part of an open study community related to the content, which goes 
beyond students and teachers to include external stakeholders that 
������������������ϐ�������������Ǥ

Phase 3: Adapt

Phase 2: Prepare
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